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the posts of Chief Cook, Master of the Horse, and
Head Janitor. The boyards paid no direct taxes, and
in the beginning of the present century were granted
complete exemption from all taxation whatsoever.
They were entitled to make the peasants work on
their lands and exact a tithe of the poor man's crop.
But in the earlier days of the principalities, the
peasant was not a serf, tied to the soil, but could
migrate as he pleased, and was permitted to hold
property of his own. Agriculture was the chief
occupation of the people, horses and cattle were the
greatest source of wealth. Genoese merchants drove
a good trade in velvets and silks with the luxurious
nobles, who were always noted for their love of fine
clothes, and the Roumanian town of Giurgcvo derived
its name from San Giorgio, the patron saint of Genoa-
The prince always reserved to himself the right of
pre-emption, and in this, as in all other respects, he
was autocratic. The sole check upon his power was
the fear of a rival, supported by a faction of the
nobles. He enjoyed supreme judicial power, his will
was law; he could order off an innocent person to
instant execution without a murmur being heard.
Violence was the characteristic of the epoch, and
human life was accounted cheap. Hence the popu-
lation did not increase. There were few towns of any
size, and in Roumania, as in Servia, there was no fixed
capital. At different periods there were four capitals
of Wallachia and two of Moldavia. Cimpulung,
Courtea d'Ardges, Tirgovischtea, and Bucharest were
selected one after the other as the seat of the Walla-
chian Government, while Jassy succeeded Suceava